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Overview

Presentation will cover
– Current initiative to improve “for scientists” area on LSST website

• Why?
• What?
• When?

– Other channels
• External
• Internal

– LSST Survey naming
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Communication Office

Beth Willman
Deputy Director

Ranpal Gill (50%)
Communications Manager

Suzanne Jacoby (60%)
Senior Communications 

Consultant

Emily Acosta (75%)
Graphic Designer

Kristen Metzger (50%)
Science Writer

Libby Petrick
Admin support
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Annual Science Community Survey
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Science Community - Survey results 2017 (1)

#1 #3 #2
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Science Community - Survey results 2017 (2)

#1

#2
#3

#4
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Current            vs              Desired

The community want information on (top 4 only):

1.Science Pipelines and algorithms 
2.Survey obs strategy 
3.General project information
4.Data Rights and Data Access

They generally get information from (top 3 only):

1.Sci Collab Email
2.Professional meetings
3.LSST website (https://www.lsst.org/scientists)

https://www.lsst.org/scientists
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Review committee

Members
− Federica Bianco - TVS Collab
− Dara Norman - Galaxies Collab (&LCSC-NOAO)
− Michelle Bannister - Solar system or
− Aprajita Verma - strong lensing
− Ranpal Gill – LSST PO

Chair
− Federica Bianco - TVS Collab

Support 
− Ranpal Gill
− Emily Acosta
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Review & Feedback

Committee

DM-SST

PST lsst.org/scientists

Community
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February March April May June

KO

Evaluate current pages

Get inputs

Categorise and rank suggestions

Update web pages

Review and iterate on updates

Usability 
testing

Document maintenance plan

Go 
Live

Timeline

Completed 15th Feb
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Other Channels
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Digest
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Digest
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Events

PCW

PST-Sci Collab - Monthly
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AAS

White 
paper 

timeline

Science 
Collaboration 

posters

Town Hall
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Social Media
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Website
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communications-team@lists.lsst.org
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LSST Community Science Center
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LSST Community Science Center Development

− NOAO was asked by NSF in 2016 to lead the development of an “LSST Community 
Science Center” concept

− Initial concept developed by NOAO internal task force

− Community-based LSST Community Science Center (LCSC) Working Group 
recruited and convened to develop concept and priorities more completely

− Multiple telecons over several months, plus one face-to-face meeting in Tucson in 
August 2017

− Final WG report was delivered to NOAO in Sep/Oct 2017

Led by Adam Bolton and Dara Norman (NOAO Community Science and Data Center)
Slides provided by A. Bolton.
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NOAO’s Community Science and Data Center

Current Programs
NOAO Data Lab

Platform for science with large public survey datasets

ANTARES Project
Scalable community “event broker” for LSST alert stream

Archiving, processing, and distribution of NOAO telescope data

Telescope proposal review and time allocation
US National Gemini Office

Interface to the Gemini Observatory for the US community

Thirty Meter Telescope Liaison
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LCSC Working Group Charge

To identify and articulate

1. Goals, requirements, and aspirations for community science with LSST, and

2. Priorities for support and infrastructure that an LSST Community Science 
Center should provide to enable this science.

(abridged)
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LCSC WG membership

− M. Virginia McSwain (Lehigh University, co-chair)

− Dara Norman (NOAO, co-chair)

− Federica Bianco (New York University)

− Will Clarkson (University of Michigan, Dearborn)

− Suvi Gezari (University of Maryland)

− Melissa Graham (University of Washington)

− Henry Hsieh (Planetary Science Institute)

− Bryan Miller (Gemini Obs.)

− Travis Rector (University of Alaska)

− Steve Ridgway (NOAO)

− Abi Saha (NOAO)

− Marcelle Soares-Santos (Fermi Lab)

− Lou Strolger (STScI)

− Kathy Vivas (NOAO) 
Diverse representation from US LSST science community
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LCSC WG High-Level Recommendations

1. Facilitate, curate, and improve communication about LSST for the broad US 

astronomical user community

2. Support and train the US astronomical user community for data-intensive 
science in the LSST era, focusing on Data Lab, ANTARES, and the LSST Science 

Platform

3. Lead community and institutional efforts across the OIR system to develop new 

infrastructure, practices, and policies for LSST time-domain follow-up observing

4. Facilitate community-wide development of the case for a 10m-class wide-field 

spectroscopic telescope, and maximize public access to other LSST follow-up 

facilities
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Open Questions to discuss w/ SAC

− Need to define and clarify LSST’s/NOAO’s/LSSTC’s roles and 
responsibilities for communicating with the science 
community.

− How can NOAO’s communications efforts best complement 
LSST’s?  For example – NOAO hosts the US National Gemini 
Office, and an associated website.  Do dual website add value, 
or add confusion?
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Rename LSST

− Planning has started!
− Initiative to name The Survey
− Align with Camera Installed milestone – Q4 2020
− “Community sourced” naming
− Prize – to be worked out

− Hopefully facilitated by branding consultants
− Committee – to be stood up to include LSSTC, AURA, SLAC..
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Thank you
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Discussion/feedback

− Do you have any feedback on the initiatives described?
− Any comments on the Annual Science Community Survey?
− Is there something that we are not doing and should be?


